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January 18th:  Martin Luther King Day, School Closed 
January 21st:  In-school Spelling Bee 
Elementary Campus 
January 25th:  Records Day, School Closed 
February 5th:  Portland Spelling Bee 
February 15th-19th:  Preschool 4’s Conferences 
March 11th:  Open House 
March 13th: PTF School Carnival 
Elementary Campus 
April 24th:  Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast 
April 29th:  “Building a Foundation” Breakfast 
7:30 a.m., Elementary School Gymnasium 
May 6th:  Preschool 3s Spring Celebration 
May 7th:  Talent Show/Art Fair 
Elementary Campus 
May 14th:  Jog-A-Thon 
Elementary Campus 
May 17th—21st:  Preschool 3’s Conferences 
May 31st:  Memorial Day, School Closed 
June 4th:  Preschool 4’s Graduation 
June 14th:  CDC Summer Program Kickoff 

     The TRCS Eagle Boosters have had 
a busy year.  With the great accom-
plishments of the athletic program, the 
Eagle Boosters recently purchased ban-
ners for the volleyball and golf teams, 
celebrating their post-season accom-
plishments.  The banners will hang in 
the gym at the secondary campus.  
They also purchased the Eagle mascot 
suit (pictured, right) that has been re-
cently displayed at basketball games, 
and paid for the volleyball team’s dis-
trict championship t-shirts. 
     They are also purchasing a new 
document camera for the secondary 
campus, which will connect to a com-
puter and/or projector, allowing a 
teacher to display a variety of documents on a screen. 
     Many thanks to our incredible TRCS Eagle Boosters 
for all that they continue to do for our school.  Go Eagles!      

     The Christmas decorations are already packed away, and we are ready to charge into a new year.  I’ve been asked by 
some if our school is having its annual fund raising dinner soon.  That has been a great event these past several years, not 
only because of the contributions that have been raised, but also for the fellowship and inspiration.  I feel almost apolo-
getic when I tell people we are not having the same kind of event this year. 
     It is certainly not because we don’t need the support.  In fact the opposite is true.  The economic downturn continues 
to impact us both in our Child Development Center and the school.  That is why we have committed to a different ap-
proach to seeking support for our operational budget. 
     As you may know, a team from Three Rivers Christian attended an intense, two day training session last August about 
developing “sustainable funding.”  The basic goal of this plan is to share the mission of the school and develop relation-
ships with many people in the broader community who can help us. 
     Through the years we have relied heavily on two groups of people: school families and Northlake members.  We are 

very grateful for the support we have received, and we could not have survived without it.  However, we recognize that in order to be finan-
cially stable, to further develop our program, and begin paying our staff an adequate wage, we need that “sustainable funding.” 
The first step in this approach is to invite people to visit the school and see first hand what happens here.  We are calling these our 
“Foundation Tours.”  These are 1 hour, no obligation visits that give people a chance to peek into classrooms and hear inspiring stories from 
staff and students regarding the impact TRCS is having.  Through communication and follow-up, we hope to develop relationships with a 
broader base of people. The culmination of this process will be an event in late Spring where all those connected with our ministry will be 
invited to partner with us. 
     We have received very positive feedback from those who have taken tours already and want to encourage all of you who are connected 
with our school to take a tour yourself.  Even if you are a long-time supporter, I know you would be blessed by a personal look at one or 
both of our campuses.  Call the school office, 423-4510, to schedule a tour – and invite someone else to come with you! (dates, see back page) 

Jim Chenoweth 
Administrator 



 

  
 

     Most of December was spent with 
Christmas vacation.  It was a good time for 
many of the staff and students to rest, relax 
and enjoy the time off.  Some of us spent 
that time to get some important things done 
at the Kelso campus.   
     A crew of Dave Tweet, Steve Powell, 
Mark Backstrom, and myself spent two days 
reconditioning and resurfacing the gym 
floor.  A special thank you to each in helping 
to complete the project.  Bill Leeper was able 

to complete the arrangements and obtain the fixtures to re-
place the lights in the Kelso campus gym.  Pete Mendes, Ro-
land and Jimmy Nordurft worked during Christmas break to 
replace all the lights in the gym.  Not only did this result in a 
"brighter" gym, but the PUD indicated that we will experi-
ence an improved efficiency of over 80%.  Not only will this 
result in a savings in monthly electrical costs, the PUD is sub-
sidizing the project by paying 70% of the cost.  Again, it is 
wonderful to have people available to reduce the labor costs 
for such projects.  If you know these men, be sure to thank 
them for their work.   
     Over the break, we also had to prepare the brick rental 
house for occupancy--painting and cleaning.  Again, a big 
thank you to Pete Mendes and Pam and Wayne Hayes for 
their work in completing the project so that the family renting 
the house could move in on time.   
     High school basketball is in mid season--both teams are 2 
wins and 5 losses.  If you have not had an opportunity to 
come out and see a game, plan to do so soon.  A schedule of 
games is available on our TRCS Booster Club website--the 
address is: eaglesboosters.com.  Or, you can call the school 
office, 636-1600 to check on home games.  Our fans are 
great, and our gym has a great atmosphere for a basketball 
game.  
     Our tours continue to be a positive opportunity to help 
people understand how great our ministry really is.  If you 
have not taken a tour and would like to do so, please contact 
one of the school offices or Erin Hart to arrange your tour.   
     Our teachers and students are now gearing up for the end 
of the semester that occurs on January 22.  Please continue to 
pray that God will empower us to meet all our financial re-
sponsibilities.  Administration and staff are doing everything 
possible to make the bottom line positive, but it is a strug-
gle.  Your prayers and financial support are always appreci-
ated.  

Wayne Hayes 
Junior/Senior 
High Principal  

�i �� Our apologies for missing a winner in the Elks 
Freethrow Competition!  Eric Powell, 7th grade, was 
the winner in the 7th/8th grade category, and his 
score of 21 out of 25 was the best of any contestant 
at any grade level or of any gender.  Great job, Eric 
— and sorry we missed you! 

     In Eighth grade, Myriah Dombrowsky 
begged her mom to let her play volleyball, and 
unfortunately no sports were offered at Three 
Rivers Christian School.  Her family tried the 
local public schools in Oregon but the schedule 
was difficult.  So, Myriah, her mom, and Cindy 
Vanzanten (TRCS preschool teacher) started a 
junior high volleyball team with eight other 
seventh and eighth graders.  This first team, 
which wore pink uniforms, practiced everyday and played 10 
games (they actually won some, too!).  That is when Myriah's 
love of volleyball started.   
     She continued to love the sport even in her ninth grade year 
when she was coached by Marci Gilchrist and they lost every 
match that year.  Marci also convinced her to play club volley-
ball, which helped her skills.  Myriah was sad and unsure when 
Marci took a new coaching position , but God blessed her and 
the school with a new coach, Jaymie Cox.  Jaymie was full of 
energy and determination, which the team thrived on! During 
that year, the players and parents saw so such improvement, 
they actually won a game!   
     Her eleventh grade year, the team continued to improve by 
winning most of their games, and somehow making it to the 
District "piggy back" game.  Myriah and the team didn't have 
any experience with this pressure but they pulled it off (with a 
win in 5 games, the 5th game score was 15-13).  That was one of 
Myriah's most memorable moments.  “It was like a win in the 
Olympics,” she says.  The team went onto the District playoffs 
and placed third, which landed them a spot at State.  Many were 
unsure of the team for her senior year (because of all of the 
taller players had graduated).  Myriah and the team ignored the 
doubts and soared! 
     Their accomplishments were amazing this year!  These in-
cluded a second consecutive Terrior Invite championship, first 
place in Districts and another spot at State with a winning 
match.  Myriah's stats for her senior season were outstanding 
and caught the attention of many people.  She was Athlete of 
the Week for Seattle Times, MVP of the League, and received 
All-State first team nod in Class 1B.  Myriah's determination, 
competitiveness, and love of volleyball brought her a long way 
from the little pink player, her first year.  Her plans for the fu-
ture include playing volleyball while in college for pre-
dental.  She would like to be an orthodontist.  Her past and fu-
ture would not be the same if it wasn't for her family, coaches, 
teachers, teammates, and friends who have supported her.  She 
wants to thank God for giving her such wonderful people in her 
life and a team that helped her soar, like an eagle, during her 
volleyball season.                  -Kelly Dombrowsky 
 

     Our teachers would like to say a huge “THANK YOU” for 
all of the wonderful gifts and surprises they received for Christ-
mas.  Your spirit of giving has blessed them in many ways, and 
your consideration means so much to all of them.  May God 
bless all of you in the coming year! 



 

 

     “Dear Friends, since God so loved us, we ought to love one another.”  
- 1 John 4:11 
     Believe it or not, it’s almost time to register for the 
2010/2011 school year!  Our school and Child Development 
Center have scheduled Open House for Thursday, March 
11th, from 7:00—8:30 p.m.  We will begin in-house registra-
tion March 1st and open registration for the public begins the 
night of Open House.  Registration forms and information 
will be sent home from your child’s classroom.  Please be sure 
to return all information promptly to secure a space for next 
year.   

     It is very likely that someone in your family has been affected by one of the illnesses currently visiting our community.  
Like everyone else, our Center has been affected as well.  While germs are certainly everywhere, we have taken extra meas-
ures to control the spread of illness while your child is in our care.  This includes frequent bleaching of toys and equipment, 
lots of reminders of washing hands, and, as many of you have noticed, calls to parents to pick up sick children.  We recognize 
that this is inconvenient, but we are also aware that this is a step in doing our best to keep everyone as healthy as possible. 

Debra Zandi 
CDC Executive 

Director 

     Only $25 a month 
will make a welcome 
contribution and help 
“Bridge the Gap” for 
many of our school families who struggle 
to make their monthly tuition payments.  
Please contact our school office at 423-
4510 for more details.  Your support can 
make a difference! 

 

     Growing up, Cindy Maldonado had the perfect example of the power of education.  When Cindy was six 
months old, her father decided to pack up his family and leave Michigan’s Upper Peninsula for the warmer 
climate of California.  He didn’t want to work in the copper mines, and he wanted his children to have more 
opportunities.  He moved to California, ultimately received his Doctorate in Physics, and became a rocket 
scientist.  “Education was my dad’s ticket out of the snow and mines,” she says. 
     “I always loved school,” Cindy says.  “I love learning.  It’s the way my parents raised me.  Education was 
always important.  It was the ticket to opportunity.” 
     During her high school years, Cindy and her family lived in Washington D.C. while her father worked 
with the Department of Energy during the energy crisis of the 70s.  “When we hung out at the mall as kids, it 
wasn’t the shopping mall, it was the Mall of Washington D.C.,” she says, laughing.  “It was back in the day 
when you could roam around the Capitol buildings.”  She went to a special high school that accommodated the children of 
federal workers, politicians and ambassadors.  “I was exposed to people who were professionals, people who worked with a 
mission in mind.  Ninety-eight percent of the graduates of my high school went to college,” she said, emphasizing the aca-
demic seriousness it imparted. 
     Cindy attended UCLA for two years, then was offered a job teaching at a start-up Christian school founded by her church.  
Since she knew she wanted to teach, it seemed a great way to get closer to her goal.  The experience taught her two things:  
“One, I knew I wanted to go back to school and get the proper training, and two, I knew I never wanted to teach at a Chris-
tian school again.”  After five years of teaching at the Christian school, she married Steve, who she had met seven years earlier 
through youth group. They moved to Arizona where she followed her desire for more teacher training at Northern Arizona 
University, and then finally UC Santa Barbara, where she received Bachelors in Geography, and her teaching credentials.   
     She came back to teaching at a Christian school with many reservations after her experience in California, but after a cou-
ple of weeks of teaching at TRCS (she started in 1991), she was hooked, constantly amazed by these students who would will-
ingly ask her to pray with them, and had a genuine interest in their own spirituality.    “I also found Mr. Chenoweth to be so 
respectful and supportive,” Cindy says.  She has a love for teaching at the middle school grade levels, citing her personal strug-
gles in 7th grade as a reason.  “I was a trouble-maker in seventh grade,” she says.  “It was during that year that I had my own 
‘come to Jesus’ moment.  It gives me a heart for seventh graders.  At that age, you’re really coming into your own.  You’re 
deciding if this is your faith or your parents’ faith.” 
     When asked what she likes to do outside of school, Cindy jokes, “Nothing.”  Even on school breaks, she can’t wait to get 
back to her classroom and do what she loves.  She admits to enjoying the company of her children, Mitchell, Catherine, and 
Stephanie; and she is and avid follower of their athletic interests.  However, she’s pretty sure she has the most fun teaching her 
Algebra class.  “I love math,” she says.  “It’s fun.  The kids are great — they have to be independent learners, and to get it 
down they have to practice.  It’s a lot like batting practice.  I know not all of them love it, but they show character by applying 
themselves anyway.” 
     Cindy not only inspires her students to work diligently, but she’s helped some of her fellow teachers, too.  “I’ve learned so 
much from Cindy,” says Rochelle Larsen.  “When I first started teaching, she was always there with suggestions and help for 
the challenges of junior high teaching.”   
     “My students are people,” Cindy says.  “This is not just a job I have to ‘get through.’  I want my students to know I love 
them, but that I’ll be tough on them, too.  It’s all motivated by love.” 

Cindy Maldonado 
Jr./Sr. High 




