
 

 

     What if TRCS 
earned a penny 
every time you 
searched for 
something on the 

internet?  It’s possible when you use “GoodSearch” as 
your search engine. 
     It’s simple and costs nothing — and since it’s powered 
by Yahoo, you’ll still have the same great search results.  
Just download the GoodSearch – Three Rivers Christian 
School - TRCS toolbar at http://www.goodsearch.com/
toolbar/three-rivers-christian-school-trcs, or click the link 
on the main page of our website, and begin searching.  In 
the past month, we’ve already put $7 in our account — 
and that’s with just a few people signed up.  Imagine what 
we could raise if EVERY SCHOOL FAMILY USED 
GOODSEARCH.   
     Also, every time you shop online at 1,000 participating 
stores including Amazon, eBay, Target, Apple, Staples, 
Expedia, etc., a percentage of your purchase will be do-
nated for free! The site also has thousands of money-
saving coupons!  
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March 4th:  Open House - Jr./Sr. High Campus 
March 11th:  Open House  - Elementary Campus 
April 9th:  Pony Pictures 
Child Development Center 
April 24th:  Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast 
April 29th:  “Building a Foundation” Breakfast 
7:30 a.m., Elementary School Sanctuary 
May 6th:  Preschool 3s Spring Celebration 
May 7th:  Talent Show/Art Fair 
Elementary Campus 
May 14th:  Jog-A-Thon 
Elementary Campus 
May 17th—21st:  Preschool 3’s Conferences 
May 31st:  Memorial Day, School Closed 
June 4th:  Preschool 4’s Graduation 
June 14th:  CDC Summer Program Kickoff 
August 14th-15th:  American Cancer Society  
Relay for Life — Join Team TRCS!  (see inside) 

     I’ve had a few cautiously placed questions 
about fundraisers this year.  Obviously, fund-
raising is a necessity for the school since there 
is a considerable gap between tuition rates 
and the actual cost to educate each student.  
Three Rivers Christian School is a mission 
and a ministry to the community, and it’s my 
goal as Development Director to help more 
of our community see and understand first-
hand the importance of our school. 
     As everyone with a grocery bill or a gas 
tank knows, the times have changed, and our methods for 
fundraising must change with it.  Gone are the days when we 
can expect our school families, already under tight budgets, to 
be the main donors for all of our school funding and future 
projects.  This is part of the reason for the continuing 
“Foundation Tours” of our campuses.  These tours are not 
just for prospective families, but are for anyone connected to 
or interested in our school.  We want to reinvigorate our    
supporters about our work — and create new interest in our 
community.  We welcome curious Grandparents, interested 
neighbors, and community activists.  (Please see the back page 
for this year’s tour dates and times.)  Increasing enrollment 
and enlarging our donor base are the keys to becoming a    
sustainably-funded organization. 
     This year, we’re going to aim away from the “nickel and 
dime” fundraising;  less candy bars and catalogs.    If you see 
another coupon book under my watch, you can rest assured it 
will be local and school-produced.   
     Your evenings with your family are valuable, so we’re going 
to steer away from  long evening gala events, too.  Instead, this 
year, we’ll be hosting a “Building a Foundation Breakfast” 
on Thursday, April 29th at 7:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.  The 
breakfast will be free , take no more than one hour, and there 
will be no requirement to give.  It will be our job to inspire 
participants to join in our mission.  As much as anything, we 
want people to come and find out about the great things    
happening at our school. 
     TRCS is on the cusp of many changes for 2010.  Jeremiah 
29:11 hangs on my office wall:  “’For I know the plans I have 
for you,’ says the Lord, ‘Plans for good and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.’”  Let’s continue to look for His  
guidance as we find new ways to grow and strengthen this 
ministry. 

Erin Hart  
Development Director 



 

  
 

     Students completed the first semester of 
school on Jaurary 22.  Our students continue 
to excel academically.  At the semester, 67 of 
our students received a 3.5 or higher 
GPA.  That is about 59% of the                
students.  We had 81 students receive a 3.2 
GPA or higher--that's about 72% of the    
students.  In addition, only three students had 
a GPA below 2.0.  When you think about the 
current desire for "No Student Left Behind" 
or "Schools Without Failure," it is wonderful 
to realize that we are achieving that goal.  All 

this while having our students perform higher on average than 
the public school students on the WASL or standardized 
tests.  In addition, we often have people connected with our 
school remind us that our academic expectations are higher 
than the public schools.  It is always rewarding to know that we 
are being successful. 
     Our middle and high school basketball teams are finishing 
up their seasons this month.  The boys and girls teams will be 
playing in the 1B Districts this week.  Both teams have been 
working hard and looking forward to playing well at            
Districts.  It would be exciting to have one of them qualify for 
the State Tournament at the Yakima Sundome on February 24-
27.  They must qualify as one of the top three teams in District 
to go to the State Tournament.  
     We have added an eighth- and ninth-grade student at the 
semester.  Unfortunately, we also lost a senior at the semes-
ter.  There is a possibility of a tenth-grade student joining this 
week.  The bad news is that we will be losing one of our tenth-
grade students at the end of the month.  Dad's job will be tak-
ing the family to Tennessee.  It has been good to see enroll-
ment hold steady during these trying financial times.  Keep 
praying that God will bless our families and empower them to 
continue in our ministry.  Another piece of good news is that 
we passed our building fire inspection this week without any 
noted deficiencies.  We do work hard to keep the building safe 
for our students and staff.  Next month we will begin testing 
our high school students with the new State Proficiency Test in 
the areas of reading and writing.  The math and science por-
tions of the test will be taken in April.  The seventh-grade stu-
dents will be taking their test in May.  Our "Foundation Tours" 
continue to be a good opportunity to share our ministry and 
help people know what a great blessing we are to many fami-
lies desiring quality Christian education.  

Wayne Hayes 
Junior/Senior 
High Principal  

     Winners of the Chapel “Dilligence” Award for the month of 
December have been announced:  Gavin Dombrowsky, Emily 
Ogden, Jessie Tevis, Anna McCoy, Amber Lee, Macie 
Doolin, Nick Beintker, and Kiley Caliguri-Erdelbrock.   
     For the month of January, Chapel Award winners exhibited 
the trait of “respect.”  The winners were:  Caleb Anderson, 
Elise Aguirre, Nathan Brudi, Seth Vanderwerf, Thomas 
Flood, Anna Wilson, Deacon Beasley, and Haley Walker. 

�i �� Classroom winners for the       
National Geographic  Bee: 4th 
grade:  Rianna Taylor (1st place), 
Grace Parcel (2nd place), 5th 
grade: Landon Wood (1st place), 
Kelsey Johnson (2nd place), Ja-
red Clapp (3rd place), 6th grade:  Yann Kauf-
man (1st place), Kiley Caliguri-Erdelbrock (2nd 
place), Matthew Godwin (3rd place), 7th grade:  
Brandon Lemonds (1st place), Danny Hull 
(2nd place), 8th grade:   Nathaniel Norris (1st 
place), Myranda            Dombrowsky (2nd 
place) 

�i �� School champions for the National Geographic 
Bee are Nathaniel Norris (1st place), Kelsey 
Johnson (2nd place), and Myranda Dom-
browsky (3rd place).  Nathaniel will be adminis-
tered a test by the National Geographic Bee.  If 
he is one of the top 100 from the state, he will 
advance to the state level   finals. 

�i �� Classroom winners for the All Star Math competi-
tion:  3rd grade:  Amber Lee (1st place), Hayden 
Christopher (2nd place), 4th grade:  Tanner    
Ebinger, 5th grade:  Landon Wood (1st place), 
Logan Parcel (2nd place)   

     Fighting cancer is a team   
effort. The impact we can make 
together is much greater than 
what any of us could do alone.  
     At the American Cancer    
Society Relay For Life, our 
team, the TRCS EAGLES, will 
camp out overnight  at the 
Cowlitz Expo Center on Au-
gust 14th and 15th, and take turns walking around the 
track to raise money and awareness to help the American 
Cancer Society save more lives from cancer. By joining 
or donating to our team, you will be a part of a life-
changing event that gives everyone in the community a 
chance to celebrate the lives of people who have battled 
cancer, remember loved ones lost, and fight back against 
a disease that takes too much.  If you are available to join 
our team, make a donation, or would just like more in-
formation on the Relay for Life, please contact either 
Team Captain Jack Troupe or Team Development Co-
Chair Erin Hart at 423-4510, or you can go to 
www.cowlitzrelay.org and click on the Three Rivers 
Christian School Eagles team for more information.  We 
would love to have your participation! 



 

 

      Our Educational philosophy for early childhood is that chil-
dren learn best by doing.  Learning requires active thinking and 
experimentation to find out how things work.  Our teachers 
incorporate the child’s senses, real materials and play to provide 
a foundation for academic learning and success.   
     You are invited to our annual Open House Thursday, 
March 11th, 6:30-8:00 p.m..  Both School and Child Develop-
ment Center will be having an evening event for families to 
look at all programs that will be available for next school year.  
Classrooms will be open and we encourage you to come and see 
what will be available for your child, as they continue at Three 

Rivers Christian School. 
     A special Thank You to those families that contributed to our “Soles For 
Souls” outreach.  We collected many lightly used shoes for the people of 
Haiti.  You made a positive difference in our ability to give! 

Debra Zandi 
CDC Executive 

Director 

 

     “When I was in elementary school, we didn’t have physical education,” says Pat 
Palmer, as though she’s describing cookies without milk.  For Mrs. Palmer, who has been 
teaching Physical Education for 23 years at Three Rivers Christian School, a physically ac-
tive life is a fulfilled life, and that’s a lesson that she’s spent her life imparting to students.  
“Lifetime sports are important for living longer with fewer health problems,” she says. 
     Originally from the Tacoma area, Pat had her first taste of athletics from her junior 
high P.E. teacher.  “She was a great athlete and a math genius, too.  I wanted to be just 
like her,” Pat says.  After graduating from Washington State University with her B.A. in 
Elementary and Physical Education, she taught third grade in the public schools until her 
husband (and high school sweetheart), Hal, was transferred to Mississippi in the Air Force.  
She continued to substitute teach until her move to Longview, where she worked as a Pre-
school Aide at Calvary Community Church before joining Three River’s staff.  She and 
Hal, a real estate agent, have been married 40 years and have two daughters, Laurie and Shauna, and nine grand-
children.  Their youngest grandchild is one month old, the oldest now fifteen. 
     Christian education appealed her from the first time she saw the results:  “I saw that the graduates of TRCS 
were often more successful,” she said.  “When I worked in the public schools, I saw the difference in the phi-
losophy and expectations of this school, and how they far exceeded the public school.” 
     “The students belief in God is a foundation that won’t fail them in their future life — and hopefully through 
my class they’ll find an enjoyment in Physical Education, too,” she says.  She also teaches math and reading for 
small groups of students who need a little extra help to keep up with their class. 
     Students in her P.E. classes enjoy a variety of activities outside basic sports curriculum.  From dancing and 
gymnastics to bowling — Mrs. Palmer’s students have even enjoyed a “Stomp” unit.  (“The rhythm sticks never 
quite recovered from that one,” she says, laughing.)  “Sportsmanship is the most valuable lesson they’ll learn in 
my class.  It’s all about how they show that to others,” she says.  “And when they’ve blown it, I can pray with 
them.” 
     In her spare time, Mrs. Palmer is an avid supporter of the Girl Scouts organization.  She’s been a Girl Scout 
since 2nd grade.  “My Grandmother is the oldest living Girl Scout in America at 108 years old,” Pat says, 
proudly.  A passionate soccer player, Mrs. Palmer continued to play on league teams until she turned 58.  She can 
also be found enjoying time with her new dog, Macy, who joined their family in October. 
     “Physical Education is not just about sports and being competitive,” she says.  “I have to teach to the least 
skilled, as well as those students who are practiced athletes.  My goal for my students is to have 100% participa-
tion 100% of the time.  It’s good when the skilled students can help those who struggle a bit — when that hap-
pens, I’m just making future coaches.” 

Pat Palmer 
Elementary Physical Ed. 

Powerline 

     Now you have a way to show your school 
spirit while helping to further our “brand rec-
ognition” in the community!   
     Featuring non-permanent, non-marking 
adhesive, these UV-protected, outdoor vi-
nyl car decals are now available for $2 in 
our school offices.  All proceeds from decal 
sales support the purchase new signs for adver-
tising our campuses, so buy a few for your 
family cars and show your support for our 
mission! 
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     The following students were classroom qualifiers who com-
peted in the school Spelling Bee on January 21:  First Grade:  
Grace Erickson (1st), Jonah Chamblee (2nd), Jessie Tevis, 
Karlyn Johnson, Alex Moormeier, Anna Hallowell.  Second 
Grade:  Kenan Anderson (1st), Ryan Ransom (2nd), Anna 
McCoy, Aiden Moon, Chloe Neet, Chevy Kempf.  Third 
Grade:  Amber Lee (1st), Erika Beech (2nd), Thomas Flood, 
Anna Petersen, Izabella Watkins.  Fourth Grade:  Hannah 
Reed (1st), Madison Parham (2nd), Julia Hallowell, Maya White.  Fifth Grade:  Natalie 
Brown (1st), Kelsey Johnson (2nd), Kira Hunter, Logan Parcel, Kylee Hoffman.  Sixth 
Grade:  Brent Olsen (1st), Kiley Caliguri-Erdelbrock (2nd), Kara Kadey, Yann Kaufman, 
Mathew Godwin, Kessa Portwood.    
     The top two students in each grade competed with students from nine other Christian 
schools Feb. 5 in the ACSI District Bee at Eastside Christian School in Gresham.  At that meet 
Natalie Brown took first place in 5th grade, Amber Lee was 2nd in 3rd grade and Jonah 
Chamblee was 4th in 1st grade.  Natalie qualified for the championship round where she com-
peted with the top two 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders.  She finished 3rd out of that group and will 
advance to the Regional Bee which we will host here at Three Rivers on March 9.  The top spell-
ers from Washington, Oregon and Idaho will compete to advance to the national Bee in Wash-
ington DC.  
     We’re proud of our Eagle Spelling Champions! 


