
 

 

     We have had two wonderful Christmas musicals this year, “Bows of Holly” and “Don’t Be Afraid Brigade.”  Both pro-
grams were great and were enjoyed by everyone.  One particular song in “Bows of Holly” really touched my heart.  The 
story involved a girl named Holly who started a toy and food drive for the needy.  When questioned about her motivation, 
she sings “Blessed to be a Blessing.”  The chorus says: “I’ve been blessed to be a blessing. I’ve received so I can give. And I must tell the 
world all God has done, ‘cause I’ve been blessed to bless someone.” 
     What an appropriate reminder that even during times of economic decline, we are still very blessed.  The question is, 
what is God’s purpose in blessing His people with so much.  Paul expressed it in 2 Corinthians 9:10-11.  I’d like to add 
Randy Alcorn’s comments on this passage from his book, The Treasure Principle.  “‘Now he who supplies seed to the 

sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
made rich in every way so that . . .’ So that what?  How will he finish this sentence?  Prosperity theology would finish it, ‘so that we might live 
in wealth, showing the world how much God blesses those who love him.’  But that isn’t how Paul finishes it.  He says, ‘You will be made 
rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion.’” 
     Alcorn calls this his Treasure Principle #6:  God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.  In 
various ways we try to give students of every age opportunities to experience the joy of giving.  At the elementary campus we have carried 
out two projects directed to needs in the Philippines as well as providing a number of food baskets for local families. The secondary school 
participated in Operation Christmas Child and gathered food for the Emergency Support Shelter.  The Child Development Center has    
collected mittens, hats and scarves for needy children.  (continued, page 2) 

 

     The weather outside was frightful, but the warm spirit of its         
participants made TRCS’s first Christmas Shopping Festival a success.  
Thirty vendors braved the chill and sold everything from birdhouses to 
snowman lamps, helping shoppers find gifts for those hard-to-please 
people.  Kelso Theater Pub’s pizza was enjoyed by all.  The event raised 
over $1,000 for the school, and brought quite a few new faces onto our 
campus.  Both the High School choir and Elementary school recorder/
bell-ringing group performed for participants.  Thanks to all of our vol-
unteers for their hard work, and to our vendors for their generous dona-
tions.  We appreciate you! 
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December 21st - January 3rd:  Christmas Break  
January 21st:  In-school Spelling Bee 
February 5th:  Portland Spelling Bee 
February 15th-19th:  CDC/Preschool 4’s Conferences 

(Pictured, left)  Nathaniel popped a few rubber bands as he helped secure box tops to 
bottoms. The shoe boxes were delivered to a local church acting a collection site for Samari-
tan's Purse.  (Pictured, right)  Eighth graders gather around the food baskets for our local 
Women’s Support Shelter.  Pictures courtesy of Cindy Maldonado 

     The Jr./Sr. High has been up to all kinds of good things.  
The Student Council and Honor Society recently teamed up 
for Operation Christmas Child and collected enough items to 
fill 47 shoeboxes!  Each box contained toys, toiletries, socks 
and candy and are shipped all over the world through Samari-
tan’s Purse. 
     The Student Council also sponsored a Turket Trot con-
test.  Each Bible class was given a list of items for a complete 
turkey dinner.  The first class to collect all of the items won 
— and the seniors were the victors.  The baskets were then 
donated the Emergency Support Shelter. 
     The Key Club also assisted Kelso Kiwanis in decorating 
the Kelso Train station.  They hung garlands, lights and flags. 
      

(Pictured, left)  The festival in action.  
(Above)  A gingerbread house made 
and donated by Jan Ferguson fetched 
extra money in a silent auction. 

Jim Chenoweth 
Administrator 



 

 

 
 

     Our basketball teams are now into their seasons.  The middle-school girls have 
played their last game last night at home.  It was a great win over St. Rose in over-
time.  They finished the season with one win and nine losses, but they continued to 
work hard all season and represented the school very well on court.  The high school 
girls and boys began their seasons with a “Blue and White” scrimmage.  They both 
participated in the Columbia Valley League jamboree in Vancouver.  That was fol-
lowed by a great experience with the visiting Australian team.  Even though both 
squads lost, it was a great time of fellowship.  The Australian team even joined in on 
our Applebee’s breakfast fundraiser Saturday morning.  Currently the girls are 0 wins and 3 losses on the season, 
while the boys are 1 win and 2 losses.  They have two big games this week prior to Christmas break.  Come out and 
support the teams if you get a chance. 

     TRCS students have been involved in a number of community service projects.  The Honor Society and Student Council combined 
to organize “Operation Christmas Child.”  Students joined forces and provided enough items to fill 47 boxes.  Last year we only had 26 
boxes, so this was a great effort by the students.  The Student Council, through their Bible classes, put together six Thanksgiving baskets 
for the Women’s Support Shelter.  Our Key Club volunteered to help decorate the Kelso train station for Christmas.  They are also col-
lecting coats for the Salvation Army “Coats For Kids” project.  The Key Club is also sponsoring an “Angel Tree” for some deserving 
families.  On December 5 the Key Club participated in the ‘Walk-N-Knock” drive by CAP.  It is always exciting to see our students 
reaching out to meet the needs of others. 
I am sure there is more information to be shared, so do check our website for additional information—www.3riversschool.net.  For 
athletic event information, check out the TRCS Booster Club site—the address is--eaglesboosters.com. 

Wayne Hayes 
Junior/Senior 
High Principal  

     WOW!  The Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast was 
a great success.  Three hundred guests showed up 
to support the school and have a great breakfast, 
and over $1200 was raised in the two hour event.  
Thanks to all of our great volunteers and wonderful 
supporters for making the event a success! 

�i �� At the recent Elks Freethrow Competition, Jonathan 
Bowlby took 1st place, Erin Dorcheus, 2nd, Natalie 
Brown, 3rd, and Adam Hammond, 4th.  Nice work! 

�i �� Congratulations to the 3rd grade class, winners of the 
Spirit Day competition for November! 

�i �� On December 5th, our float in the Downtown     
Longview Christmas Parade won first place in the   
religious organization category.  Many thanks to the 
Student Council and Mrs. Tasha Dahlke for this   
success! 

     Congratulations to our “Thankfulness” Chapel Award winners 
for the month of November:  Tyler Ruggow, Lilly Hammer,    
Jonah Camblee, Jared Caddell, John Dodge, Julia Hallowell, 
Erik Rentner, and Kara Kadey. 

     It’s never been easier to raise money for TRCS.  Register 
your Safeway Club and credit/debit cards on ESCRIP today, 
and a portion of all money spent will come back to the school!  
To register, just go to our website:  www.3riverschool.net, and 
click on the ESCRIP link on the lower left-hand side of the 
screen.  Click on the “add cards” link, and you’re on your way! 

     On November 24th, the annual TRCS Elementary 
Thanksgiving Feast took over the school gymnasium.  
Students, staff and friends of the school enjoyed a 
fantastic feast prepared by Pam Hayes.  Older       
students connected with the younger as they helped 
them dish up and ate with them at the butcher paper 
“tables.”  Students had an opportunity to show off 
their handcrafted Native American and Pilgrim     
costumes. 

(Christmas messge, continued from page 1)  Certainly we can bless others in 
many different ways – through friendship, encouragement, prayer and 
just a simple smile.  But giving out of our abundance is a biblical man-
date from the God who gave His very best gift of all – Jesus.  Reach 
out to someone this Christmas in His Name! 

Thanks to the Boosters for our new 
EAGLE mascot!   




